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‘Ryanair is the new coal': airline enters EU’s top 10 emitters list

Irish firm joins nine coal plants on list, with carbon emissions up nearly 50% in last five years
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Ryanair's chief executive, Michael O'Leary, previously dismissed climate change concerns as ‘complete and utter rubbish’. Photograph: Tony Margiocchi/Barcroft Images

Arthur Neslen
Mon 1 Apr 2019 18.00 BST

Ryanair has become the first non-coal company to join Europe’s top 10 carbon emitters, according to EU figures.

The Irish airline, which transports 130 million people a year, declared 9.9 megatonnes of greenhouse gas emissions in 2018, up 6.9%
on last year and 49% over the last five years, according to data in the EU’s latest emissions trading system registry.

Andrew Murphy, the aviation manager at the European Federation for Transport and Environment, said: “When it comes to
climate, Ryanair is the new coal. This trend will only continue until Europe realises that this undertaxed and under-regulated sector
needs to be brought into line, starting with a tax on kerosene and the introduction of mandates that force airlines to switch to zero-
emission jet fuel.”

Ryanair’s chief executive, Michael O’Leary, dismissed climate change concerns as “complete and utter rubbish” in an interview two
years ago. His airline is now ranked as Europe’s 10th worst emitter, after nine coal plants. Poland’s Betchatow is the worst polluter,
producing 38 megatonnes of planet-warming emissions annually.

Coal emissions are falling, though, as Europe’s transition to cleaner energy continues. In stark contrast, emissions from airlines,
which are exempted from fuel taxes and VAT on tickets, have soared by 26.3% since 2014, outpacing all other transport sectors.

Ryanair did not immediately respond to requests for comment.

EasyJet was Europe’s next worst-performing airline, in 31st place on the list, after an 11% rise in emissions in 2018. It was followed
by Lufthansa, Norwegian and British Airways, according to analysis of the EU data by the thinktank Sandbag and Transport and
Environment.

Aviation is responsible for about 3% of Europe’s greenhouse gas emissions, but industry forecasts suggest this could rise by up to
700% by 2050 as the sector grows.

Murphy described aviation as “Europe’s biggest climate failure”. Europe’s airlines pay about €800m (£680m) a year for their rights
to pollute. But some studies suggest this sum is eclipsed by the €27bn they would have to stump up if their fuel tax and VAT
exemptions were ended.
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Despite increased attention from policymakers, the sector receives up to 85% of its EU emissions trading allowances free, with
Ryanair consequently saving €96.6m in 2018.

Kevin Anderson, a professor of energy and climate change at the University of Manchester, said: “Ryanair use new and efficient
aircraft rammed to the rafters with passengers, illustrating how technology alone cannot reconcile aviation’s rocketing emissions
with the Paris climate commitments.

“If we genuinely care for our children’s futures, we need to drive down the demand for aviation. This will require stringent
regulations focusing on frequent fliers rather than those taking the occasional trip.”

At this critical time...
... we can’t turn away from climate change. For The Guardian, reporting on the environment is a priority. We give climate, nature

and pollution stories the prominence they deserve, stories which often go unreported by others in the mainstream media. At this
critical time for our species and our planet, we are determined to inform readers about threats, consequences and solutions based
on scientific facts, not political prejudice or business interests. But we need your support to grow our coverage, to travel to the
remote frontlines of change and to cover vital conferences that affect us all.

More people are reading and supporting our independent, investigative reporting than ever before. And unlike many news
organisations, we have chosen an approach that allows us to keep our journalism accessible to all, regardless of where they live or
what they can afford.

The Guardian is editorially independent, meaning we set our own agenda. Our journalism is free from commercial bias and not
influenced by billionaire owners, politicians or shareholders. No one edits our editor. No one steers our opinion. This is important
as it enables us to give a voice to those less heard, challenge the powerful and hold them to account. It’s what makes us different to
so many others in the media, at a time when factual, honest reporting is critical.

Every contribution we receive from readers like you, big or small, goes directly into funding our journalism. This support enables us
to keep working as we do - but we must maintain and build on it for every year to come. Support The Guardian from as little as $1 -
and it only takes a minute. Thank you.
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